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Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge Will Begin Enforcement of Dog Leash Law 

Beginning January 1, 2006, Kootenai National Wildlife Refuge will begin enforcement of a year round dog leash 
law.  Previously, dogs on the Refuge were only required to be leashed from April 1st to August 15th but 
beginning in January, dogs will be required to be on a leash at all times, year round so that the Refuge will be 
in compliance with the Code of Federal Regulations, title 50, part 26, section 21(b). According to 50 CFR 
26.21(b) – “No unconfined domestic animals, including but not limited to dogs,…, shall be permitted to enter 
upon any national wildlife refuge or to roam at large upon such an area” therefore dogs must be leashed at all 
times unless they are actively involved with retrieving waterfowl during the regular waterfowl hunting season on 
the Refuge. 

According to Refuge Manager, Dianna M. Ellis, “not all visitors even obeyed the leash law during the April to 
August period, it was confusing to some. We have a responsibility to protect not only the wildlife on the Refuge 
but also all Refuge visitors, so requiring dogs to be leashed at all times makes sense. We also need to be in full 
compliance with the existing Code of Federal Regulations regarding public use and recreation on national 
wildlife refuges.  Enforcing a year round dog leash law will do that.” 

For more information, you may contact the Refuge Manager at (208) 267-3888. 

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting and 
enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. The 
Service manages the 95-million-acre National Wildlife Refuge System, which encompasses 545 national wildlife 
refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special management areas. It also operates 69 national fish 
hatcheries, 64 fishery resources offices and 81 ecological services field stations. The agency enforces federal 
wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species Act, manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally 
significant fisheries, conserves and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign and Native 
American tribal governments with their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Assistance program, 
which distributes hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to state fish 
and wildlife agencies. 
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